
St. Joseph PTF Meeting – November 8, 2022 

 

Attendance: Mrs. Schaaf, Fr. Von, Michelle Ogilvie, Kristi Correll, Paige Wriston, Kendra Nowatzki, Kim 

Wyman, Sarah Wiskamp, Katie Welsch 

Opening Prayer: Our Father 

Secretary’s Report (Katie Welsch): Brief review of the October meeting minutes, including approval of 

an amendment to the by-laws regarding eligibility criteria for the PTF Executive Board. The October 

meeting minutes were approved, with a motion made by Kristi Correll and seconded by Kendra 

Nowatzki. 

Treasurer’s Report (Sarah Wiskamp): The beginning balance was $10,206.41. We had $2,669 in total 

income ($45 from the uniform store, $2,347 from Race Like a Hawk, and $250 from Dining Night Out at 

Village Pizza). Expenses totaled $2,086.13 ($161 for the field trip to the Basilica, $1,729.30 for Race Like 

a Hawk, and $195.83 to Jill Mulholland for a previous auction item (dinner with Fr. Von)). The ending 

balance is $10,789.28. The treasurer’s report was approved, with a motion made by Kendra Nowatzki 

and seconded by Michelle Ogilvie.  

Principal’s Report (Mrs. Schaaf): On October 30 our students filled the mass ministries at both St. 

Joseph and St. Agatha, and it went great. The kids did a great job, and the parishioners really seemed to 

enjoy it. We will do that 3 more times this year: a mass at St. Joseph to kick off Catholic Schools Week, a 

mass at St. Agatha on the first Saturday in February to close out Catholic Schools Week, and masses at 

St. Joseph and St. Agatha on May 7. Veterans Day is Thursday. The students have been practicing their 

program, which will begin at 1 p.m. Students will be able to wear red, white, or blue tops with uniform 

bottoms. Kindergarten-2nd grade colored solider pictures, 3rd-4th grade wrote thank you notes, and the 

older grades created posters for Catholic War Vets. On Thursday there’s a 2 p.m. dismissal but there is 

no bus service because the public school lets out early. There is no school on Friday. The first Auction 

free dress day will be November 16, and the second will be December 2. November 18 there will be a 

Student Council Smencil sale along with a St. Joseph Spirit Wear day. For the Christmas Cash Raffle, we 

have sold 273 tickets so far. Jenilyn Marsh was the winner of a $25 gift card at our family early sellers’ 

drawing. We’re holding an extra early bird drawing for $500 at noon on November 22, at the school’s 

Thanksgiving Feast; the winner will still be eligible for the main drawing. During the week of November 

14, the school will host a food drive, in conjunction with the Boy Scouts Food Drive. For our Thanksgiving 

Feast, students can wear fall-colored shirts with out-of-uniform bottoms. Empower is the program 

Illinois uses for awarding scholarships to students. We’ve gotten more involved, and we received 

$20,000 in donations to St. Joseph School this year; all but $50 was awarded in student scholarships. The 

Illinois State Legislature can soon vote on whether to keep the program. Representatives from some of 

the schools will be traveling to Springfield on November 29 as part of a diocesan group; they are hoping 

to get 6 or so individuals to go from St. Joseph (can be students or adults). Empower is providing the 

chartered bus and lunch; the group would go up, be on the Capitol grounds, and see the legislature. 

Nobody would be put on the spot to speak. If you’re interested in attending, email Mrs. Schaaf. The bus 

will leave Belleville around 8 a.m. and the group will be there until around 3, returning after school. In 

December, once the Advent season starts, 3rd-8th graders will go to Reconciliation. Teachers and alumni 



will work at the fish fry in December. Mrs. Seibold will be leading the Christmas program this year; it will 

take place on Thursday, December 15. And Mrs. Thomas is doing well after surgery      

Teacher’s Report (Mrs. Ogilvie): Kindergarten has started practicing how to do book reports. Last week 

1st and 2nd grade celebrated the 52nd day of school, fully transforming the classrooms into the ‘50s 

theme, which the kids really enjoyed. Mrs. Lintker says that on Thursday at the Veterans Day assembly, 

Deborah Joellenbeck is providing cookies; contact her if you want to help with that. Overall this year the 

teachers are enjoying having a more normal school year!  

Standing Committee Reports: 

RaiseRight (Kim Wyman/Katie Welsch): We did the first round of payouts in October, and people got up 

to a couple hundred dollars back. It’s worth looking into buying through RaiseRight, especially with the 

holidays coming up, as there are a LOT of gift card options, including Visa cards with no activation fee. 

Sarah Wiskamp will be taking over Kim Wyman’s portion of RaiseRight, such as handling inventory, filling 

orders, and restocking the binder. You can reach out to Sarah about getting added to the ministry 

scheduler to help sell RaiseRight cards after masses; it’s usually a pretty quick task.  

Monthly Teacher Luncheon (Paige Wriston): The October lunch was fun! For the next one, she’s looking 

into Jimmy John’s, perhaps sometime after Thanksgiving.   

Family Dining Nights Out (Paige Wriston): The Dining Night Out at Village Pizza was great. We made 

about $140, but they gave us a little extra ($250) and encouraged us to come back on a Wednesday for a 

bigger turnout. The next Dining Night Out will be at Reifschneiders December 7 from 4-9 p.m. Dairy 

Queen has us down for Fat Tuesday, Chick-fil-A in April, and McDonalds for next October, with a few 

other spots in the works.   

Uniform Store (Sarah Wiskamp/Clare Schilling): Nothing new to report, but everything is looking super 

organized and great     The new motion detector light is working well.  

Spirit Wear (Torrey Welsch): Nothing new.   

   

Old Business:  

Recap from Recent Events: Race Like a Hawk had around 100 people. The course was a little confusing in 

but we’ll get it figured out; the fun run for the kids was a hit. Online sales are taking longer to get 

processed/paid out. Trunk or Treat went great! We had a strong turnout of around 130-140 trunk-or-

treaters and wonderful participation from everyone who hosted a trunk. The Halloween Fall Festival 

went off without a hitch, even though it had to move inside because of the weather. There were lots of 

great activities; thanks to Deborah Joellenbeck for organizing and all the parents who helped and 

donated items. One suggestion for next year: Have the snack in the cafeteria area to avoid spills in the 

gym, and maybe wait until the end to hand out any items that are takeaways. Hole-y Hawks was this 

past weekend, we had 118 golfers. Things went smoothly and the event was a lot of fun. We ended at 

Catholic War Vets, and they also donated $500 to us. The final profit was around $3,058, and the 

Reinharts were super helpful in aiding with the transition for running this year’s event.  



Thanksgiving Lunch (11/22): Things are all set for this year. Torrey Welsch placed the food order with 

CountryMart and we are set in terms of families who are cooking turkeys. He reached out to parent 

volunteers, who will get to school around 10:30 a.m. that day to set up and help with lunch.  

PTF Trivia Night (11/23): Andrew sent out the initial invite for the event to school families. He’s still 

looking for two more scoring judges and volunteers from Student Council to help with the 50/50 and 

raffle tickets. He’s working on donation items for a wheelbarrow or similar raffle. Most of the categories 

are done as are most of the questions. The theme is We Love the 90s, and the event is family-

friendly/open to kids. It will be from 6-9 p.m. November 23 in the Parish Center; $10 per adult, $5 per 

child, children 7 and under are free. 

Santa’s Cottage (12/14): No update right now, though Amanda LaBrier said she would take the lead on 

putting the items together. Mrs. Schaaf brought up the idea of looking into whether it might be helpful 

to have Tribout’s do this, rather than asking for donations.   

 

New/Other Business:  

Classroom Christmas Parties (12/16): This year’s parties will probably start around 10 a.m. The Room 

Parents take the lead on planning and can run with it as they see fit, including working with the other 

parents in the class to plan or gather items. We still need room parent volunteers for the 3rd/4th grade.   

Glo Bingo (1/21): Deborah Joellenbeck made a save the date that’s super cute; we’ll get that out soon.  

Additional Discussion: There will be a lighted Christmas Parade in Freeburg this year on December 4. The 

School Board discussed the idea of joining forces with the PTF to do a lighted float. No walkers are 

allowed, since it’s a nighttime parade; no Santas are allowed, since the big guy will come in on his own. 

Sarah Wiskamp will get all of the guidelines. Paige Wriston and Kendra Nowatzki will lead the way for 

decorating the float, and Paige will have a trailer.  

For the Christmas Program, Kristi Correll says they’ll be all set with refreshments. Mrs. Schaaf noted that 

Santa will be in attendance this year. For this year’s program, they’re doing a play with props.   

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 

Closing Prayer: Fr. Von 

Meeting adjourned  


